7&                              JOHN KNOX
The news was brought to Perth, where it
created wild anger. John Knox was in the town.
He had landed in Scotland on the 2nd of May,
had gone to Edinburgh, and thence to Dundee ;
at the latter place he had joined the Protestants,
who were marching to Perth, and had remained
with the cc congregation " since. The treachery of
the regent was known in Perth just before Knox
was due to preach a sermon in the church. It was
a situation with which he was well qualified to
deal, and he took full advantage of it. He called
upon the Reformers to be resolute in their fight for
God, and he castigated the regent and the
Catholics. Knox appeared before his fellow-
countrymen as a preacher who had won reputa-
tion in Geneva, and who was known all over
Scotland as the author of the most vigorous
attacks on the Church. He had always been able
to move audiences, and he appears to have cap-
tured this one completely by his eloquence and
his prophetical denunciations.
But the sermon, so notable in the history of the
Reformation in Scotland, might have had little
immediate effect but for a strange incident. The
Reformers had no churches of their own, and
Knox had spoken in one of the Catholic churches.
When his sermon was over, and the congregation
was scattering, a priest stepped forward and
began to celebrate mass. In a town which was
held by the Reformers, and in a church which still